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I COME NOT
TO DESTROY THE LAW

James Meadows

INTRODUCTION1

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I
am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you,
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled (Mt. 5:17-18).

In order to appreciate this statement from our Lord, we need to
observe the background and setting in which it is found. The Pharisees
had already accused Jesus of disregarding the law: “And the Pharisees
said unto him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath day that which is
not lawful?” (Mk. 2:24). “Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill
him, because he not only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God
was his Father, making himself equal with God” (Jn. 5:18).

The scribes and Pharisees therefore, disputed the claim of Jesus
to be the Christ because he reprobated the traditions of elders,
which they strongly confounded with the law; and because he
did not establish a secular kingdom according to their misinter-
pretation of the prophets. Jesus here vindicates himself against
these errors.2

“DESTROY” AND “ABOLISH”
Ephesians 2:15 specifically states that Christ “abolished ... the law

of commandments contained in ordinances.” Colossians 2:14 states that
the “the handwriting of ordinances” was blotted out and that God “took
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.”
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The Revised Standard Version, the New English Bible and the New
International Version substitute the word “abolish” for the word
“destroy” in Jesus’ statement. They change the verse to make Matthew
5:17 read: “I came not to abolish the law.” However, He did abolish it.
Thus, these new versions array Jesus against Paul. “If Jesus had
destroyed the law he could not have fulfilled it, but having fulfilled it,
he did abolish it. Here the so called new versions, by changing the text,
have destroyed the truth.”3

The statement that Jesus did not come to “destroy” the law but to
fulfill it, cannot mean He did not abolish the law. “The words destroy
and abolish do not carry the same meaning. The law was not destroyed
but it was abolished. Jesus fulfilled the law, but its destruction would
have prevented its fulfillment.”4

“Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Mt. 5:18). “[T]ill all be fulfilled”
is the qualifying statement and means that not one iota of the law would
be annulled until the whole purpose of the law had been accomplished.
After His resurrection, Jesus said to His disciples: “These are the words
which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must
be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me” (Lk. 24:44). Paul, in his
sermon at Antioch in Pisidia, said: “And when they had fulfilled all that
was written of him, they took him down from the tree” (Acts 13:29). In
Romans 10:4, the apostle Paul said: “For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that believeth.”

The word end in this place means purpose, and the preposition
for is eis in the original, and the term righteousness means
justification, or forgiveness. The simple meaning of the passage
therefore is this: For Christ accomplished the purpose of the law
in order to justification, and thus fulfilled the law ...5

Jesus, instead of destroying the law, fulfilled it; instead of setting
aside the prophets, he fulfilled their predictions. He fulfilled the
law theoretically by unfolding its deep spiritual significance; he
fulfilled it practically in his holy life; ceremonially, he fulfilled
it by becoming the anti-type of all its types and shadows.6

JESUS FULFILLED ALL
THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS

Jesus told His disciples “that all things must be fulfilled, which
were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
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psalms, concerning me” (Lk. 24:44). What are some of the things
written about Him? Did He fulfill them; if so, how and when?

First, Jesus fulfilled the prophecy about His conception and birth.
More than six hundred years before Jesus’ birth Isaiah had prophesied:
“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa.
7:14). Matthew explains that Mary “was found with child of the Holy
Ghost” (Mt. 1:18). Joseph was about to put her away when an angel of
the Lord appeared and explained what had happened.

But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the
Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save
his people from their sins. Now all this was done, that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son,
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted
is, God with us (Mt. 1:20-23).

Second, Jesus fulfilled the prophecy about the place of His birth.
When Jesus was born wise men came from the east to Jerusalem
inquiring: “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” (Mt. 2:2).
Herod, the king, was troubled and called the chief priest and scribes
together and he demanded of them where Christ should be born? (Mt.
2:4). “And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is
written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not
the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel” (Mt. 2:5-6; cf. Mic. 5:2).

Luke records that Caesar Augustus gave a decree that all the world
should be taxed. This was first made when Cyrenius was governor of
Syria (he was governor twice—the first time about 7 B.C. to 1 A.D.).
Everyone went to his own city to be taxed.

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)
To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
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and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them
in the inn (Lk. 2:4-7).

“Hath not the scripture said, That Christ cometh of the seed of David,
and out of the town of Bethlehem, where David was?” (Jn. 7:42).

Third, Christ fulfilled all righteousness when He was baptized of
John. John, at first, did not want to baptize Jesus. “And Jesus answering
said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness. Then he suffered him” (Mt. 3:15, emphasis added). John
had a part in preparing the people for the coming of Christ (Mal. 4:5-6;
Lk. 1:16-17).

Nothing must be left undone that would honor God and assist
Jesus in beginning and carrying out his mission. As John’s
baptism was not “from men” but from heaven” (Mt. 21:25; John
1:33), it became Jesus to receive the baptism of John, and John
to administer it. It was fitting that Jesus should fill up the full
measure of righteousness in all forms by accepting the baptism
of John.7

Fourth, Jesus fulfilled the prophecy about His mission of caring for
the poor, healing the sick, raising the dead, et cetera. Matthew 8
contains the record of Jesus healing the servant of a centurion (vv. 5-
13), taking the fever away from Peter’s wife’s mother (vv. 14-15),
casting out devils from many, and healing all that were sick (v.16).
“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet,
saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses” (v. 17,
emphasis added; cf. Isa. 53:4).

Jesus fulfilled the prophecy which said, “Himself took our
infirmities, and bare our diseases.” Jesus took away the infirmi-
ties and sicknesses by healing them; the context shows this is the
meaning of the prophecy. Isaiah did not merely mean that Jesus
cured all the bodily and mental diseases, but he finally suffered
for the sins of the world.8

Fifth, Jesus fulfilled the prophecy about how He would enter
Jerusalem. Zechariah had prophesied: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of
Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto
thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and
upon a colt the foal of an ass” (Zech. 9:9). On one occasion when Jesus
drew near to Jerusalem, He gave a charge to two of His disciples (Mt.
21:1).
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Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and
straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose
them, and bring them unto me. And if any man say ought unto
you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway
he will send them. All this was done, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophet, saying, Tell ye the daughter
of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting
upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass (Mt. 21:2-5).

Sixth, Jesus fulfilled what the prophets had spoken about His
betrayal and mission. After Judas betrayed the Lord a great multitude
came with staves and swords. Then Peter drew his sword and cut off
the ear of Malchus (Jn. 18:10).

Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place:
for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.
Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall
presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? But how
then shall the scriptures be fulfilled ... But all this was done, that
the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the
disciples forsook him, and fled (Mt. 26:52-56, emphasis added).

Seventh, Jesus fulfilled the prophecy about being reckoned with
transgressors at His death. “Therefore will I divide him a portion with
the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath
poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for
the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12). “And with him they crucify two thieves;
the one on his right hand, and the other on his left. And the scripture
was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with the transgres-
sors” (Mk. 15:27-28, emphasis added; cf. Lk. 22:37).

Eighth, the prophecy regarding His garments was fulfilled after His
death. The Psalmist wrote: “They part my garments among them, and
cast lots upon my vesture” (Ps. 22:18). “And they crucified him, and
parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and
upon my vesture did they cast lots” (Mt. 27:35, emphasis added).

Ninth, Jesus fulfilled the prophecy about His burial in a rich man’s
tomb. “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his
death” (Isa. 53:9).

When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea,
named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple: He went to
Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded
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the body to be delivered. And when Joseph had taken the body,
he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, And laid it in his own new
tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great
stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed (Mt. 27:57-60).

Tenth, Jesus fulfilled the prophecy about being a prophet like
Moses. In Deuteronomy 18, Moses first lists the priestly duties (vv. 1-
8), then he warns against the abominations of the nations and false
prophets (vv. 9-14).

The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the
midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall
hearken ... I will raise them up a Prophet from among their
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and
he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. And it
shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my
words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him
(Deut. 18:15, 18-19).

Peter, in his sermon in Acts 3, quoted from Deuteronomy 18, and
showed the fulfillment of this passage to be in Jesus (Acts 3:22-24). We
know that Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of Moses’ promise that God
would send a prophet like himself. We know that He is the final and
complete revelation of God’s will to the human race. “God, who at
sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers
by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the
worlds” (Heb. 1:1-2).

The clearest indication that Jesus has succeeded Moses and the
prophets was shown at the Mount of Transfiguration (Mt. 17:1-13).
Jesus appeared in a glorified state, along with Moses and Elijah, to
Peter, James and John. They were terrified and Peter suggested that
they build three tabernacles, one for Moses, one for Elijah, and one for
Jesus. But a voice out of heaven spoke: “This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him” (v. 5). This becomes unmistak-
able proof that Jesus has replaced Moses and the prophets.

Jesus has fulfilled the old covenant and replaced it with a new
covenant, just like Jeremiah stated (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:6-13). People
today need to look to Jesus and the inspired writers of the New
Testament for their word from the Lord.

Eleventh, Christ fulfilled the prophecy that He would be a priest
after the order of Melchizedek. “The Lord hath sworn, and will not
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repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek” (Ps.
110:4). The phrase “after the order of Melchizedek” appears seven
times in the Bible (Ps. 110:4; Heb. 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:11,17, 21). “After
the order means such a priesthood is of a certain character and kind, or
that which is of a certain arrangement.”9 The main purpose the writer
of Hebrews had in writing was to show that Christ’s priesthood, being
after the order of Melchizedek, was greater than that of the Levitical
priesthood. He shows this in a number of ways.

First, it is proven by the fact that Melchizedek was both priest and
king (Gen. 14:18-19; Heb. 7:1-3). He is the only man in the Old
Testament who was both priest and king. Christ is both Priest and King
at the same time (Acts 2:36; Heb. 4:14-16).

Second, Melchizedek’s kingly and priestly genealogy cannot be
traced. We know nothing of his ancestry (Heb. 7:3). He had no
predecessors or successors in office; he alone held this position. Christ
did not receive His priesthood from anyone and He did not leave it to
anyone.

Third, Abraham acknowledged the superior dignity of Melchizedek
by paying him tithes and receiving his blessings (Heb. 7:4-10).
Melchizedek blessed Abraham who had the promise (v. 6). The less is
blessed of the better (v. 7). Therefore, Melchizedek is better than
Abraham. Levi paid tithes to Melchizedek through Abraham. There-
fore, Melchizedek is greater than Levi. Consequently the priesthood of
Melchizedek is greater than the Levitical. Since Christ is a priest after
the order of Melchizedek, then His priesthood is greater than that of
Aaron.

Fourth, Christ is a priest after the order of Melchizedek (Heb.
7:17). Psalm 110:4 was spoken during the days of David, but Christ
could not be a priest at that time. Our Lord sprang out of the tribe of
Judah, but the priesthood must come from the tribe of Levi (Heb. 7:14-
17). In Melchizedek’s priesthood there was no beginning, no ending,
no interruption by death or anything else. Therefore, Christ could not
begin His priestly ministry until He ascended back to the Father (Heb.
9:11-14).

What encouragement having a high priest who is on the throne
offers us. We have someone up there who intercedes. He has
been down here among us and knows all our struggles. No
wonder the Hebrew writer (sic) tells us to “hold fast the profes-
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sion of our faith without wavering (for he is faithful that prom-
ised)” (Heb. 10:23).10

INCOMPATIBLE WITH DISPENSATIONALISM
There are four primary views of the Millennial reign of Christ.

There is Amillennialism, Postmillennialism, Historic Premillennialism,
and Dispensational Premillennialism. Time and space will only allow
a brief definition of Dispensational Premillennialism and why Matthew
5:17-18 is incompatible with it.

Dispensational Premillennialism holds that Christ came the first
time to literally fulfill Old Testament prophecy to establish a new
earthly Jewish kingdom. His effort supposedly failed; therefore, they
teach that He will return the second time to set up a literal earthly
kingdom over which He will reign for 1,000 years. Most of those who
hold this doctrine say He failed because the Jews rejected Him. Being
rejected, instead of establishing His prophesied kingdom, Dispensa-
tional Premillennialists say that He substituted the church in place of
the kingdom.

We have already seen that Christ came to fulfill all the prophecies
about Him and everything connected with Him. He said: “[A]ll things
[not just some of them, JM] must be fulfilled, which were written in the
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me”
(Lk. 24:44).

The church was in God’s eternal purpose (Eph. 3:10-11), not an
afterthought on God’s part. Isaiah, more than six hundred years before
Christ, prophesied about the beginning of the church.

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of
the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow
unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem (Isa. 2:2-3).

The “last days” refer to the Christian dispensation. Peter said the
events of Pentecost are what Joel said would come to pass in the last
days (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:16-19). Acts 11:15 may well imply the
beginning of the last days. The Lord’s house refers to the church
(1 Tim. 3:15). “All nations” would become a part of it. The law that
would govern it would go forth out of Zion or Jerusalem. The Lord told
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the apostles to remain in Jerusalem until they received power from on
high (Lk. 24:49). They would receive power when the Holy Spirit came
on them (Acts 1:8), and they would then reveal God’s plan for man.
The church had its beginning on the first Pentecost following the
resurrection of our Lord and Savior. The Lord had promised to build
His church and He did build it (Mt. 16:13-19). All references to the
church or kingdom before Acts 2 always points forward. All references
to the church or kingdom after Acts 2 (unless the eternal kingdom is
talked about) always points back.

Daniel was carried into Babylonian captivity in 606 B.C. He was
elevated to be one of Nebuchadnezzar’s most trusted advisors. One
night, Nebuchadnezzar had a dream but he forgot his dream. When his
wise men could not tell him the dream he commanded that they all be
put to death, which would have included Daniel. God revealed
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and its meaning to Daniel. Daniel told
Nebuchadnezzar that he saw a great image which had a head of gold,
breast and arms of silver, belly and thighs of brass, legs of iron and feet
of iron and clay. He also saw a little stone cut out of the mountain
without hands which crushed the fourth world empire (Dan. 2:1-35).
He then told Nebuchadnezzar that he was the head of gold—the
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Babylon kingdom which lasted from 606 B.C. to 536 B.C. (Dan. 2:36-
38). Another kingdom would arise, which was the Medo-Persian
kingdom—536 B.C. to 331 B.C. The third kingdom—the Grecian
kingdom lasted from 331 B.C. to 60 B.C. The fourth empire was the
Roman Empire which lasted from 60 B.C. to 476 A.D.

And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall
not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Foras-
much as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain
without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the
clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to
the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure (Dan. 2:44-45).

Daniel plainly states that God would set up a kingdom in the days of
the Roman Empire. The Romans were in power when Jesus was upon
this earth. If He did not set up His kingdom, as the Dispensationalists
claim, then it failed. A time prophecy cannot be postponed. The little
stone cut out of the mountain without hands represents that kingdom
which grew from a little mustard seed (Mt. 13:31-32) to fill the earth.

DANIEL 2:44-45
FOUR WORLD EMPIRES

Babyon—Head of Gold—606-536 BC
Medo-Persian—Breast and Arms of Silver—536-331 BC
Grecian—Belly and Thighs of Brass—331-60 BC
Roman—Leg of Iron, Feet of Iron and Clay—60 BC-476AD
Stone—Cut Out Without Hands—Smote the Image and     
         Filled the Whole Earth

LAW AND LOVE
“LETTER OF THE LAW” AND “SPIRIT OF THE LAW”
Many today advocate that love enables one to understand the

“spirit” of the law, and that one need not be too concerned about the
“letter” of the law. Some brethren have accepted this idea. One has
noted:

[T]he highest moral principle is indeed agape love. It is at once
the intent of all law and the summation or fulfillment of all
revealed commands ... Love is to be the guiding and motivating
force behind all Christian thought, speech and behavior ... It is
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precisely because the Christian is led and motivated by agape
love of God and his fellowman that he turns to the moral
commands and principles set out in the scriptures.11

These statements sound good, but, in the context in which they are
found, they are emphasizing the “spirit” of Christianity as love without
“the letter.” We are nothing without love (1 Cor. 13), but “love without
law is a shifting sentiment without any sense of direction.”12 Unless
there is some standard by which to identify love then how can we know
what love is? How can one distinguish between love and lust if there is
no so-called “letter” of the law? How is love to avoid evil and do good
if there is no standard in the light of which to measure conduct?

Love fulfills the law in that it actively does what the law commands
and refrains from doing the evil which the law prohibits (Rom. 13:8-10;
Mt. 7:12). If we love God, we will keep His commandments (Jn. 14:15;
1 Jn. 5:1-3). However, if there is no “letter” of the law then how can we
know what God’s commandments are? Dr. Charles J. Woodridge put
the course of events for this type of attitude like this. There is a “shift
in mood (love is the big thing), then a shift in method (the end justifies
the means), then a shift in doctrine (questioning the inerrancy of the
Bible), and then a shift in ethics and behaviour.”13

This is not a legalistic approach to moral decision making (it is
argued), but it is the way of freedom.

In where the old morality thinking makes it the final moral
responsibility of man to confirm his behavior to the content or
letter of the law, the new morality makes it his moral responsi-
bility to adjust his behavior to the spirit or rational behind the
commandments as he sees it in his own unique context.14

In other words, if one makes a decision according to the letter of the
law, in a given situation, then he is not free (it would mean the decision
is being made by some external force in advance of the situation and
“will not really be your decision”), but if one decides what is the
“spirit” behind the command and applies it to his situation then he is
free. The “letter” of the law might say in a given situation: “Thou shalt
not commit adultery” (Ex. 20:14). But, if one goes behind the “letter,”
in a given situation, and determines that this would not be a misuse of
the body and the exploitation of sexuality, but a conducting of one’s
“sex life lovingly,” then it would be all right. Who can believe it?

It is further argued that “the legalist seeks justification through
obedience to the letter of the law—the Christian seeks to know and do
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God’s revealed will because he is justified ... To turn the moral
teachings of the New Testament into a legalistic system is to reveal a
misunderstanding of the nature of law.”15 Joseph Fletcher taught that
“they (love and reason) redeemed law from the letter that kills and
brought it back to the spirit that gives it life.”16 He used Paul’s
statement, “for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life” (2 Cor. 3:6),
to prove that it is the “spirit,” not the “letter,” that counts.

The late James D. Bales gave the following answers to that
argument:

First, “if they have rightly interpreted II Cor. 3:6 what follows?
It would be wrong to obey the “letter.” The “letter” of baptism
would be the burial and resurrection in water. Paul said that “the
letter killeth.” Therefore, it would be deadly to be baptized. It
would kill the spiritual life for one to observe the Lord’s Supper
for the bread and the fruit of the vine constitute the “letter.” Paul
taught that we are to observe the Lord’s Supper in partaking of
the bread and the fruit of the vine, and he taught that baptism is
a burial and resurrection with Christ (I Cor. 11:23-28; Rom. 6:2-
5). Therefore, there is something drastically wrong with an
interpretation of II Cor. 3:6 that leads one to conclude that it is
deadly to do exactly what the command says.
Second, II Cor. 3:6 has no reference to the external of a com-
mand in contrast with the internal. Paul has reference to the law
of Moses when he referred to the “letter” and to the new
covenant when he referred to the “spirit.” What was the letter
which killed? It was the “ministration of death, written, and
engraven on stone” when Moses’ face shone (II Cor. 3:7-9).
What was this? It was the Decalogue which was written on
stones when Moses’ face shone (Ex. 34:35). Paul’s discussion
concerns contrasts between the Old and the New covenants, and
not the external and internals of a new covenant commandment
(II Cor. 3:1-18).
Third, we show our love for Christ not only by serving others but
also by our carefulness to do just what He has commanded. We
are not to go beyond the faith but to contend for the one faith
(I Cor. 16:13; Jude 3). We know nothing of what the “spirit” of
the new covenant is, except as we learn it from the “letter” of the
new covenant.
Fourth, we have not obeyed a New Testament command if we
give only an outward obedience. A New Testament command
contains the inward meaning of the outward act. For example,
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we have not obeyed Christ’s command to be baptized unless we
have obeyed from a heart of faith trusting in Christ’s cleansing
blood.17

In the distinction between the “legalist” and the Christian, what is
the point unless it is the following: First, the “legalist” is one who
wants to know and do exactly what the command says—“the letter of
the law.” Second, since the Christian seeks to know and do God’s
revealed will (according to this explanation), but is not a legalist (which
means he would be seeking to know and do the letter of the law), then
the Christian must be seeking to know and to do the “spirit of the law.”

The mind of the flesh may easily convince itself that the
commandments of the Lord don’t matter just so one has the right
‘spirit.’ But since one looks nowhere for guidance except the
spirit within him, it is easy to draw up one’s standard of what
constitutes right ‘spirit’ and rest in complaisancy while ignoring
special commands of God.18

“If it is legalism to insist that every command of Christ should be
equally respected and obeyed, then let us all become legalists! For
better this than to deny the plain affirmations of his word and thus, in
effect to become infidels.”19 

The Holy Spirit saw absolutely no intrinsic conflict between the
way of law and the way of love.

With him it is perfectly consistent to speak of law and liberty in
the same breath and to join them in the same phrase (cf. Jas.
1:25). Indeed, there can be true liberty only where there is law;
law is restraint; where there is no restraint, there is the most
hopeless and abject slavery.20

In the same breath, Jesus could say: “If a man love me, he will keep my
words” (Jn. 14:23), not just the “spirit” of the command, but the
command.

CONCLUSION
One of the strongest, most convincing characteristics of inspiration

possessed by Scripture, is prophecy made and fulfilled. The Scriptures
contain more than three hundred prophecies about Christ and the events
connected with Him. In Isaiah 53, we have more than twenty prophe-
cies about Christ. In this lesson, based on Matthew 5:17-18, we have
taken a few of the prophecies about Christ and showed that He
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completely fulfilled them. It seems that this clearly shows what Jesus
had in mind when He said: “I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.”
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